In the heart of the Amazon, myth becomes reality.  The indigenous lands are still a mysterious El Dorado of extraordinary richness.  

We are in the territory of the Kayapo Indians of Baù, a vast forest paradise in the center of the State of Para, at the source of hundreds of rivers.

A refuge for a community of 120 Indians who fled as far as they could to get away from the murderous civilization of the colonizers.

The relationship between the Kayapo and nature is always as strong.

The young chief learned all the ancestral values of this warrior tribe from his father.  

But Bep-y rightly feels that the world his father thought he had escaped from was catching up with them.

Bepy, chief of the Kayapo tribe of Baù: 

“We used to live alone here; there was no one on the river and the road had not been built.  Now many people have settled nearby. I think we will be threatened in the future.”

The Kayapo are no longer alone in the middle of a sea of vegetation.  A few kilometers from their village, a town is developing at a rapid pace.  From all sides its tentacles are penetrating the western part of the indigenous territory.

A city is developing close by and its tentacles are reaching into indigenous territory.

Novo Progresso, a town of 26,000 people, is a perfect symbol of the conquest of the new Brazilian Far West.

Thousands of migrants flock here every year from all over Brazil on Highway  163, one of the great transamazonian roads the government pierced through the virgin forest in the early 70’s to integrate Amazonia with the rest of the country.

For a long time there were only a few shacks scattered along this road which was not paved.  Gold seekers came and spent their small fortunes in drunken nights, on women and settling scores…

The activities of its inhabitants have developed to such an extent that 350 families of loggers and cattle ranchers have settled on the land reserved for the Indians.  

This reservation covers nearly 2 million hectares, half the surface area of Switzerland, and the invaded zone represents about 1/5 of this. 

Several times the Indians put pressure on the Government to stop this invasion.  On 28 July 2000 they kidnapped 15 Brazilian tourists who had ventured into their land to fish.  

The Kayapo told the story to Jean-Pierre Schwartz, a forest guide:

“In July the Indians kidnapped a group of fishermen and demanded the immediate demarcation of their lands. They refused to let the fishermen go until this was done.  The inhabitants of Progresso took up arms and about 12 trucks full of men were ready to attack.  They had even prepared bags of poisoned sugar to exterminate the Indians.”

Meanwhile the capital Brasilia gave in and agreed to mark the borders of the Indians’ land.  The attorney general took a plane to inform the Indians. 

Jean-Pierre Schwartz, a forest guide

“Documents in hand the attorney general got on a plane together with the federal police and flew to where the conflict was.  He arrived just in time to avoid a massacre.  That’s the truth”

Having won their case the Indians freed the fishermen.

In 2003 the Government of Brazil decided to stop the invasion once and for all.  The 350 families were ordered to leave. 

But they did not accept this expulsion and were ready to do anything to avoid it.

In September 2003 they blocked Highway 163 for several days and threatened local government employees with death to prevent them from fixing the borders of the Indians’ land.

They were on the verge of a battle…

Confrontations between indigenous peoples and migrants have already made many victims in the Amazon.

The temptation to take the virgin lands of the indigenous peoples is very strong and is getting stronger and stronger with time.

Indeed the Amazon has a new vocation: soybean cultivation.

Soybeans are among the most utilized products in the world.

This small Asian grain feeds cattle and poultry.

It can be transformed into oil.

It also serves as a thickener in the production of many foodstuffs.

It might even be used as a fuel in the future.

Brazil has become the second largest soybean producer on the planet, just after the USA.  This crop was first grown in the South, then in the Center-West of the country and especially in the state of Matto Grosso.

Only recently, however, has the demand for soybeans exploded.  There are two main reasons for this:

Firstly, Europe, the largest soybean importer in the world, needed soybeans to feed its cattle after the Mad Cow crisis when animal flours were abandoned.

Secondly, China has gone from being a soybean exporter to a soybean importer

Fernando Gabeira, Federal Deputy:

“China has very serious problems with agricultural production in the North.  It lacks water and needs to import many foodstuffs including soybeans.  Brazil is beginning to produce soybeans in gargantuan amounts.  We are well aware of the importance of soybeans in the Amazon.” 

Lured by this new market, southern and central soybean producers of Brazil followed Highway163 north until Santarem, a town on the border of the Amazon, where CARGILL, one of the largest Agribusiness multinationals, chose to set up business.

Until then Santarem only exported wood, a flourishing market, as wood from the Amazon is in demand all over the world.  And who cares if two thirds of it is illegally logged….

In 2003 CARGILL inaugurated a soybean export terminal.  This cut the shipping distance for grain to Europe or China by thousands of km.

Joaquim de Lira Maia, Prefect of Santarem (2000-2004)

“The example of Santarem could be a solution for the nation.  If Highway 163, which links Santarem to Cuiaba, is paved, if it really is finished, then there will be a lot of activity in the port of Santarem.”

The presence of the American Giant has considerably increased the financial resources of this municipality of 300,000 inhabitants.  

Joaquim de Lira Maia, Prefect of Santarem (2000-2004)

“The GNP of the city increased by 28% in 2003 compared to 2002, mainly because of agribusiness.”

M. Lira Maia sees the future in terms of soybeans.  He is ready to turn most of the lands in the area, which are not protected, into soybean fields.

Joaquim de Lira Maia, Prefect of Santarem (2000-2004)

“We are only using 16% of the available area of 50,000 hectares. This represents only 3.2% of the municipality’s territory, so we have an enormous growth potential.”

Experts, however, say that soybeans have no future in the Amazon due to the poor natural fertility of its soils.  

Joaquim de Lira Maia, Prefect of Santarem (2000-2004)

 “That is not true because soybeans are a highly envigorating crop.  They do not degrade the soil but enrich itl, especially if they are properly managed.”

Ingrid Marisa Tohver, a biologist: “In English………….”

This sombre prediction does not seem to be discouraging the “Gaúchos”.

These new Conquistadors from southern Brazil are braving the harshness of the Amazon because they are convinced that the area of Santarem is the best place to make their fortune.

The Pereira family arrived about 9 months ago from the state of Matto Grosso to plant rice and especially soybeans.

Elio Pereira, farmer: “We are hopeful, that’s why we are taking a chance and invest.  If all goes well, in 3 or 4 years, our investment will pay off.”
Emerson Pereira: “We think that if Highway 163 were paved it would be better for development.  It would facilitate exports from Mato Grosso.  And here in Santarem it would be even more advantageous because we are already near the port. Of course, if CARGILL hadn’t come here it would be difficult to get the soybeans to the market and we would not have thought about planting soybeans….”

The first 98 km of Highway 163 have already been paved.  In only 2 years vast agricultural domains, with the generous help of Brazilian banks, have replaced the virgin forest.

KM77  Domain “Paraiso”. Paradise: fields replaced cattle production

KM95: Domain “Bom Futuro”. Good Future: 3000 hectares of rice and soybeans

The Gaúchos have conducted a genuine razzia on Amazonian lands.

Many of these lands had already been granted to landless peasants of Northeast Brazil fleeing poverty and drought.  Each one had been given around 100 hectares by the government.

KM42: a Gaúcho family bought up an entire village from the Northeasterners for a pittance 

Maria dos Santos, a former inhabitant of São Raymondo: “It used to be nice to live here.  I raised many chickens, but everyone was selling out so I couldn’t stay by myself.  I didn’t want to sell but what could I do? My children said: No, Mom, we can’t do anything here; we’d better leave.”

But something else also convinced her to sell:

“I smelled something bad and my chickens did too.  It was impossible to stay.  The animals were eating poisoned rice.”

The intense activity of the soybean growers was making the life for the Northwesterners even more difficult.  

Sebastian Pereira, a peasant:  “these people have no scruples because they have a lot of money and power.  They use insecticides to kill the pests in their fields.  These poisons are harmful for our children.  And the pests then go to other fields that are not treated because the owners cannot afford  pesticides, so the insects feed in the fields of the poorer farmers!”

Sebastian feels left out of the optimistic plans for the region’s development.  Soybean growing is highly mechanized and the producers from the South need very little labour.

Sebastian Pereira, a peasant:
“There is no development at the moment.  There is a lot of production but those who come here provide no jobs for the people here.  Most of their employees come from Matto Grosso, or Rio Grande do Sul or even Santa Catarina like them.   “

(Narrator): “But the Prefect said soybeans would help develop the area..”

Sebastian Pereira, a peasant

“Son, I am not going to contradict the Prefect! If it comes to that, I won’t give you any more explanations.  I don’t know.”

The prospect of quick and easy money also tempts Sebastian.  

He is on the verge of selling his 100 hectares of land for 22000 R$ or 10,000 Swiss francs, a pittance for the Gaúchos who covet these lands.

But many peasant families from the North West have sold for much less…

Accustomed to a hard life of endless struggle, the Gaúchos’ money makes their heads turn.  Lacking any notion of finance, they believe they can also enjoy the benefits of the consumer society….

But the awakening is ruthless.  Once they have spent their little nest egg, they realize they have lost the land that sustained them…

Some peasants then squat on other lands.  Others join the increasing flow of disinherited migrants on the outskirts of large cities.

José Ferreira, a local pastor in Santarem:

“Today they realize that they made a mistake because their life has not improved and often  they are worse off.  They no longer have a piece of land to plant their beans, rice, cassava and the crops they ate.  Today there are more and more people hanging around on street corners or roaming around the cities…”

The Pastor does not see the arrival of soybeans as progress.

José Ferreira, a local pastor in Santarem:

“No, soybeans did not bring anything positive. Not at all.  If anyone has benefited, it’s a minority.  The community has not benefited at all from the rice and soybeans grown here.”

This minority of rich people do not socialize with the rest of the population.  On the contrary, relations between them are cold.  The Pastor is the only one in whom they only occasionally confide:

José Ferreira, a local pastor in Santarem
“By law they are only allowed to deforest 20% of their land, but they don’t care. I talk with the Gaúchos and they say, Pastor, I know I will get a fine but I don’t care!”.

Brazilian law is clear: any deforestation requires a permit.  Since 1998 the maximum surface area of forest that a landowner can turn into a field or pasture was reduced from 50% to 20%..

But in practice mechanized agriculture is undeniably pushing the soybean growers way beyond this limit.

José Ferreira, a local pastor in Santarem
“The trick is for them to open up a breach to begin working, destroying.  As long as there is nothing to stop them they will just continue, right or wrong; they will continue.”

IBAMA, the Government body responsible for enforcing the law, is totally overwhelmed by the scope of the cheating.  

Paolo Maier Souza, Head of IBAMA in Santarem

“The office in Santarem is responsible for 60% of the territory of Para, the second largest State in the country.  We have about 1 million square KM to supervise. It’s an enormous job!”

Like the rest of IBAMA, the Satarem office lacks personnel for inspections. And there is another problem: corruption among the officers responsible for giving out fines.

IBAMA has neglected the working conditions of its inspectors for too long. 

Paolo Maier Souza, Head of IBAMA in Santarem

“These neglected employees are easily prey to other interests. And, due to deficiencies within the office, they end up committing offenses.  But I am not here to justify their offenses.  Whenever someone breaks the law, he or she must be exposed and whenever someone is proven guilty he or she must be punished and made an example of.”

The arrival of soybeans in the Amazon not only make the work of IBAMA difficult but worries this body of the Ministry of the Environment.

Not all the necessary ecological precautions have been taken.

Paolo Maier Souza, Head of IBAMA in Santarem

“the expansion of the agricultural border, the demand for new lands, requires deforestation.  The proper way to do it would be through ecological economic zoning.  This would tell us which areas are the most appropriate for such or such use.  Today there is an effort to implement zoning but at a rhythm that cannot keep up with production.”

Many scientists, such as Philip Fearnside, imminent research on the Amazon at IBAMA;  have warned of the negative impacts of soybean cultivation in the Amazon.  According to him the most serious effect is that it creates conditions for all the other causes of deforestation to be amplified. 

Philip Fearnside

 “ENGLISH It justifies the building of roads for transport of the grain and that opens up more lands to deforestation, logging, cattle raising and land speculation.”

In 2004, deforestation in the Amazon reached a new record with over 24,000 sq.KM deforested, or the equivalent of half of Switzerland.

In all, more than 16% of the Amazon has been deforested, or a surface equivalent to France and Portugal put together.

If it continues the impact could be disastrous.

Indeed the Amazon provides many environmental services to the planet.

First and foremost it is a treasure of biodiversity.  A natural heritage of thousands of millions of plant and animal species that are still largely unknown and could be very useful for humanity.

Secondly it is instrumental in regulating the planet’s climate.  This immense territory covered with vegetation transforms a large portion of the Earth’s carbon dioxide into oxygen.  Carbon dioxide is one of the main greenhouse gases responsible for global warming, a gas that is being produced in excessive quantities by our society’s greedy use of fossil fuels.

The Amazon basin is also an exceptional reservoir of sweet water.  The Amazon River and its hundreds of tributaries and millions of springs represent almost 1/5 of the planet’s supply of sweet water.  Needless to say this abundance of water will be highly coveted in the future by any country that has used up its own water resources.

The Amazon also plays a crucial role in the rainfall pattern of Brazil and the neighbouring countries.  

Indeed one third of the rainwater carried by the trade winds over the Amazon from the Atlantic Ocean does not return to the coast in the river.  

By means of a process called evapotranspiration, part of this water evaporates into the atmosphere through the roots, stems and leaves of the trees.  

It is then carried by the winds towards the Andes.  

It follows the Andes south. 

Then another part comes back up in a semi-circle bringing rain to Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo.

This water provides 70% of the precipitation in the region at the height of the rainy season.  This period is crucial for replenishing the water reservoirs which supply drinking water and the hydroelectric plants in the country.

In recent years, the amount of water coming from the Amazon has already decreased.  Deforestation, as well as the drought caused by El Niño, are the main factors involved.

Philip Fearnside:

ENGLISH

Deforestation drags the Amazon into a spiral of destruction.

This could be the catastrophic scenario:

If the tropical forest is converted to pasture or soybean fields, the amount of water that can be stored in the soil will be drastically reduced.  A large part of this water will flow directly into the rivers.

The vegetation will therefore produce much less water vapour.  Rains will diminish, and the rest of the forest will dry up and become extremely prone to forest fires.

This causes a snowball effect.  Fire causes even more deforestation which causes further reductions in rainfall.

Drought affects the whole area and fires gradually destroy any remaining vegetation.  The Amazon becomes an arid steppe.

Brazil and the rest of South America have not a drop of water left.

Global warming gets worse because, not only can the forest no longer cycle carbon dioxide, but fires are putting more and more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.  

It is a catastrophe!

Luckily, this is still just a nightmare…

However, in certain regions of Brazil myth has become reality.  This is the case of Matto Grosso, the Soybean State.

The conversion of the primary forest and savannah into immense farms has already reduced rainfall levels.  The local climate has become hotter and drier.  

Ingrid Marisa Toher, biologist:

“ENGLISH.”

In the face of such powerful destructive predatory forces the future of the Amazon is in serious danger.  

Philip Fearnside: …………(english)

The political will is expressed in the enforcement of the laws for the protection of the environment.  

The Brazilian legislation is one of the best in this regard.  Unfortunately, it is also more difficult to impose upon the population than to make it into law.

In Brasilia, in the halls of the Federal power, the most conflicting interests must cohabitate.  And protectimg the Amazon appears to be of minor importance in the face of the social and economic priorities of the country.

Even worse, those who defend nature are accused of being scornful of the population.

Fernando Gabeira, Federal Deputy of the Ecology party:

“It is an erronous idea that those who are against deforestation are against the development of the Amazon and the well-being of the people of the Amazon…that is not how it works!”

Using statistical data researchers have been able to demonstrate that deforestation is occurring especially in areas where there are large properties, which implies considerable financial and technical resources for cutting down thousands of trees and turning the soil.  This makes the large landholders responsible for 70% of the deforestation due to human activities in the Amazon.

The problem is that many of these rich landowners are also high up in the government.

Today, Lula, the President of Brasil, is facing an enormous dilemma.

He has to satisfy the people who have put all their hopes in this former laborer to combat poverty. 

He also has to reassure the economic and financial sectors with which he had to ally himself in order to get to power.

On top of all that, he has to keep the promise he made in his inaugural speech in October 2002.  That is, that his government would be the guardian of the Amazon and its biodiversity.

Today many Brazilians feeled betrayed.  And President Lula has been abandoned by some of his allies.

Fernando Gabeira, Federal Deputy:

“We not only have the soybean producers as adversaries but the government itself because the Government believes that the solution is to produce, to make money..”

In June 2004 President Lula went to China to negotiate lucrative contracts, including contracts to produce soybeans.

Fernando Gabeira:

“Today the President said that China was a very nice shopping center.  I think he intends to turn Brazil into a big shopping center and transform the world into a big shopping center also.  I think this is a very narrow and vulgar capitalistic way of viewing the Brazilian reality and all its future possibilities. 

This criticism is all the more stinging given the fact that the economic prosperity promised by soybean cultivation is just an illusion.

Argemiro Procopio,  Professor of International Relations, University of Brasilia:

“During the past twenty years the situation of Brazil had gotten worse.  Instead of developing we are regressing.  In economic terms Brazil had become the 9th world power.  Today we are only the 15th.  This means that the economic model of open borders, destruction of the forest to plant soybeans or raise cattle has not succeeded.  We must redefine the vocation of the Amazon.  So far growing soybeans in the Amazon has been a mistake.

This is precisely what the Minister of the Environment is trying to do, find an alternative for the Amazon.

Marina Silva, the Minister of the Environment is convinced that development and protection of nature need not be incompatible.

To achieve her goals this strong-willed Amazonian woman has a plan.  A sustainable development plan for the Amazon, which she is trying with all her might to get approved by the Parliament.

The personality of the Minister of the Environment brings a breath of fresh air to the political jungle of Brazil.

Jorg Zimmermann, Head of the Secretariat of sustainable development:

 “We are experiencing something quite new right now, something special.  Minister Marina Silva is very good at dialogue.  She has, however, several times been considered to be a radical environmentalist.  Yes, she is radical, but she talks, she negotiates and she has the law on her side.  So she does not come to the debates unarmed; she has legal instruments that are important for convincing the other interests.

We cannot expect the environmental legislation to be respected without a fight.  Therefore we are in the fight; these are conflicting interests that are confronting each other but they must confront each other in the framework of government action.”

· “Who will win?”

· “We will!”

In order to win this fight against deforestation, the Ministry of the Environment has decided to join forces with 13 other Ministries.

The first sign of progress:  the Ministry of the Defense is now putting its helicopters at the disposal of IBAMA to carry out its inspections.

In addition, in April 2004 the IBAMA branch of Brasilia was provided with a new control center via satellite to supervise the 4 million square kilometers of equatorial forest.

Here the staff spends its time scrutinizing the Amazon for any holes in its canopy.

Francisco Oliveira Filho, technical coordinator at IBAMA

 “We compare the satellite images of 2002 and 2003, for example, and identify the new zones of deforestation.  Here we can see a polygone of deforestation.  It is represented by this area, near the river.  This is most likely an area of illegal deforestation because it is located in a zone considered to be a permanent conservation zone.”

As there is no federal Land Registry in Brazil, Francisco cannot know directly who the land identified by satellite belongs to.  He cannot tell whether the deforestation has been authorized by the administration. He therefore has no way of distinguishing between legal and illegal deforestation.

As a result of inter-ministerial cooperation, the National Institute of Colonization and the Ministry of Rural Development have promised to make an effort to survey and map out all the properties in the Amazon.  A herculean job!

The satellite images also make it possible to have an unrestricted view of the famous Highway 163 which links Mato Grosso to the Port of Santarem and going through the town of Novo Progresso.

It is obvious that colonization along this road is taking with it large chucks of virgin forest.

Is is also evident that the only territories that seem to have escaped the fires of deforestation are the national parks and the indigenous territories.  Islands of respite in the middle of a tornado of devastation.

The conservation areas protect around 10 % of the Amazon forest of Brazil.  The total surface area of the indigenous territories is twice as large.

Fransisco Oliveira Filho, technical coordinator at IBAMA:

“The indigenous territories serve as genuine protected areas.  They are good barriers against the advance of deforestation in certain regions of the Amazon, especially in the Arc of deforestation”

The indigneous peoples protect the forest much better than the populations that have migrated from the rest of Brazil.

Most of the time the migrants are afraid of the Indians, who fiercely defend their territories, thus creating a natural barrier against the invasion of indigenous territories.

Nevertheless, as in the case of the Baù reserve, sometimes there are not enough Indians to counter the pressures of loggers, farmers and land-developers. 

Fernando Gabeira, Federal Deputy:

“The conflict between migrants and Indians has been a problem ever since the discovery of Brazil.  It continues to be a problem.  The trend is to kill the Indians, occupy Indian territories, and pollute Indian lands.”

So as to prevent an inextricable situation from occurring, the Government must act immediately to stop invasions.  To succeed it had better take out the heavy artillery because the migrants from the Brazilian Far West still behave like real cow-boys.

For the 120 Kayapo Indians in the Baù reserve it is too late.  The invaded territories have already been devastated.  Today they only have one solution to avoid conflict with their neighbors of Novo Progresso: come to an agreement. 

The Indians agree to let the farmers and loggers remain on the 350,000 hectares that they have invaded.  In exchange, the latter promise to pay the Indians an annual rent of 120,000 $R for 10 years, the equivalent of 60,000 swiss francs (40,000 euros).

Bep-y, chief of the Kayapo tribe of Baù:

“There was pressure from Novo Progresso.  My father has been fighting for fifty years now and there has been no progress.  We had no support so we had to make an agreement so that everyone would be in peace, to avoid war.”

Having nothing better to offer to stop the conflict, the Ministry of Justice approves the agreement and orders the delimitation of a new border for the Baù reserve in September 2004.  The reserve loses one fifth of its original surface area. 

Not everyone approves of this unprecedented solution.  The agreement is perceived as a precedent that threatens all the indigenous territories of Brazil.

Philip Fearnside, INPA researcher:

ENGLISH

For the moment the Kayapo are relieved.  In their view they have gained something highly valuable: peace.

Only yesterday in permanent risk of death,  the young chief now walks freely in Novo Progresso.

“What happened in Novo Progresso was unprecedented: an agreement was reached between farmers and Indians concerning the demarcation of the land.  On TV they spoke about a tribe in Goias that had problems of demarcation.  But here we have solved this problem; we made an agreement and all is well.”

Antenor Borba da Rocha, farmer:

“Now all’s well.  The Indians come to town and we sit together with them.  They always stop by my house for coffee.  Everything is calm.  I never saw them attack anyone and we don’t either.  Today we are friends.”

But will this friendship be strong enough in the future?  Every day the town of Novo Progresso fills up with new migrants ready to do anything to make a fortune.

The clandestine roads towards the reserve are multiplying.  Only the river Curuà serves as a barrier against those who covet the valuable wood, the gold, the fish and even lands to cultivate.  The temptation is such that even the former invaders understand the utility of reserving these millions of hectares for the Indians.

Antenor Borba da Rocha, farmer:

“It is not for them; it’s a kind of security. Today I understand the advantage better; it is so as to not deforest too quickly because the white man wants to work; everyone wants to work, and very quickly everything will be used up.  So I think it is justified; it’s a lot of land but it’s a kind of security.”

The threat is serious because soybeans are starting to be cultivated in Novo Progresso.

Antenor Borba da Rocha, farmer:

“Now those who are mechanizing agriculture, for example that of soybeans, earn more money.  So they abandon cattle raising, plow down the pastures and plant soybeans.

It has already started. Here they used to plant rice, now they are planting soybeans.”

The Indians on the other hand, who are still under the guardianship of the Federal Government, are more and more tempted by consumption and to mix with Brazilian society.  Sometimes they are tempted by easy money.

Jean-Pierre Schwartz, guide in the Amazon forest and friend of the Kayapo:

“They already know gold seekers because they have traded in gold; they already know loggers because they have already sold them wood.

They have Toyotas, they want to be well dressed, they want, well, what we want. Maybe one day they will want to go to New York! It’s inevitable!”

To preserve the Indigenous lands the Indians are therefore requesting the government to give them the necessary resources to control their lands effectively.

They also want to be paid like true forest rangers.

Bey-p, chief of the Kayapo tribe of Baù:

 “We want to set up a supervisory project to inspect the territory; we want a boat and an airplane.  We also want financial support to pay those who will control the territory.”

Argemiro Procopio, Professor of International Relations, University of Brasilia:

“The Indians are already by tradition guardians of the water.  They live on the water, they need the water.  Ever since they are small they play in the water.  But they are not the only ones who should be the guardians of the water. We all should be.  The whole of society should fight.  Why?  Because without water we cannot live.  It is a question of survival.

Fernando Gabeira, Federal Deputy:

“I think that the problem of the Amazon can be resolved.  But if there is no political action, it will be difficult to get the money and it will be hard to avoid the advance of the soybeans fields and the destruction of the forest.”

(Quote at end)

“When the last tree has been cut, the last river poisoned, the last fish captured, then you will discover that you cannot eat money.”

